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This is an English translation of an opera libretto which, in its original French, sets a high standard

for literary quality in operatic librettos. While it is worth reading even aside from Poulenc's lovely

music, which is rare for such librettos, readers are well-advised to seek out the original French if

possible. While Joseph Machlis writes in an idiomatic and eloquent English, he takes a few

unfortunate liberties with phrases which would have been better rendered more directly.
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